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and .anecdotes never before repeated, which miscellany fills three thousand
pages; his Kitdb as-Shajan wa 's-Sakan (sadness and alleviation), containing the
history of true lovers and Iheir sufferings, five thousand pages; and his Kitdb as-
Suwdl wa 'l-Jawdb (book of questions and answers), six hundred pages. He com-
posed also the Mukht&r al-Aghdni wa Madniha (selections from the Kitdb al-Aghdni
with an explanation of its verses] (4), and other works. We possess some good poetry
of his composition, and in one of his pieces, which is an elegy on the death of his
concubine, he says:

O let me take the path which leads to God! my heart is broken, and affliction has exhausted
my tears. Can I bear my loss with patience, now that my love sojourns in the tomb? O how
great, how poignant are my sorrows! 0 that I had died before her, or that death had taken us
off together I

The celebrated philologer, scribe, and book copyist, Abu Muhammad Obaid Allah
Ibn Abi '1-Jau, having accepted an invitation from al-Musabbihi, and gone to visit
him, was addressed by his host in these extempore lines :

By lodging with me you have lodged joy in my heart, and it is ready to fly from excess of
felicity. Thy science has showered (doion on us, copious as) the rains of heaven; were it not
#for thee, no rain had fallen to-day. Your arrival has spread around a reviving perfume, and
the darkness has been changed into light.

This Ibn Abi '1-Jau was a poet, an accomplished scholar, a pleasing companion
and universally agreeable.    He composed a great quantity of epistolary, expostula-
tory, and satirical pieces.    He copied books at the rate of fifty leaves (or one hundred
pages] for a dinar (about ten $hillitm$], and his writing was so extremely beautiful,
that the specimens of it still in the hands of the public are in the highest request*
He died A. H. 395 (A, D. 1004-5)1    Al-Musabbihi was born, as he himself informs
us in his greater history, on Sunday the 10th of Rajab, A. H. 366 (4-th March,
A. D. 977).   He died in the month of the latter Rabi, A. H. 420 (April-May, A. D,
1029).    His father died on Monday morning, the 9th of Shaaban, A. A. 400 (28th
March, A. D, 1010), at the age of ninety-three years, and the feneral prayer was
said over him in the great mosque of Old Cairo,    He was interred in the (court of
tiw] house where he resided.    AKMusabbihi lamented his death in the following lines:

To deplore this misfortune, (our) tears are not sufficiently abundant; it repels resignation, and
vou in.                                                                                                     &